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CARLISLE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORKING GROUP
DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE

Overview of the Group

This Working Group is about ALL children, from 0-25, as outlined by Cumbria County Council
Corporate policy.

The Children and Young People’s Working Group is a group established by Carlisle Local
Committee for the purpose of advising the Local Committee on decision making with regard
to children and young people’s issues across the district, update Local Committee on work
currency being delivered and opportunities for young people across the area.

Listening to Young People

It will work with Children and Young people directly and listen to what their priorities are.
In order to better understand what the priorities are for children and young people the
Working Group will listen to all formal representations from parents, advocates and
supporters enabling greater accessibility in ensuring ALL children and young peoples views
are represented regardless of age, ability and background.

Taking  these  priorities,  the  Working  Group  may  undertake  further  research  and  develop
more detailed consultation to determine how best to develop its work.

Work Strategically

The Working Group will advise and inform the Local Committee on its priorities for
Children and Young People in Carlisle, focusing on broad themes linking and informing
the Carlisle Local Committee Area plan and Cumbria County Council plan. Within the
broad themes will be specific elements for focus to allow the Children & Young People’s
Working Group to have the opportunity to scrutinise, influence and support particular issues.

Corporate Parenting Role

It will be a forum for Elected Members to develop their role as Corporate Parents and help
them provide the best possible care and safeguarding for children who are looked after by
Cumbria County Council.

Universal Youth Provision

The Working Group will consider the development of Universal Provision across the
Carlisle area, identifying gaps in provision, and develop work that aligns to outcomes for
the above priorities.

Name of the Group

The Group shall be known as the Carlisle Children and Young People’s Working Group.



Membership

The membership shall consist of 5 members nominated from Carlisle Local Committee. The
Group is quorate when there are 3 or more members or nominated substitutes present.

Substitute Members

The appointment of ad hoc substitutes is allowed on those occasions when a member of the
Working Group is unable to attend a meeting.

Support Arrangements

The Carlisle Children and Young People’s Working Group will be supported by the Carlisle
Community Development Team.

Frequency of Meetings

Meetings will be held approximately 3 or 4 weeks before Carlisle Local Committee meeting
and diarised in advance.

Admission of Press and Public to Meetings

The Working Group does not come within the definition subscribed by section 100(j) (2) of
the Local Government Act 1972, in that it has not been constituted under any enactment as
a corporate body and does not discharge functions of two or more principal Councils, it does
not fall within the provisions of the admission of the press and public to meetings or access
to information.

Disclosures of Interest

Members should disclose personal and/or prejudicial interests relating to any agenda items.

Co-Option

The  Working Group can invite other persons; representatives of agencies; members of the
community; specialist technical advisers; or any other persons having regard to any support
they can offer the working group.

Confidentiality

Due to the nature of the work, the Working Group will adhere to a strict code of
confidentiality regarding information on individual young people and their families.  Any
issues surrounding Child Protection will be dealt with through County Council policies and
procedures.


